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 I am seeking a Wesleyan Center Summer Scholar award to carry out exploratory research 

in British library and archival holdings on the activities of several evangelical Christians active 

in 19th century Central Asia. Specifically, I intend to focus on the Jewish convert turned 

Christian missionary Joseph Wolff and his several travels in Central Asia in the 1830s and 

1840s, including his famous trip in 1843 to ascertain the fate of the British officer (and devout 

Christian) Captain Arthur Conolly and his companion Col. Charles Stoddard, both of whom were 

imprisoned in Bukhara (modern Uzbekistan). The goal of this research is to open up a broader 

exploration into the interactions of Christians and Muslims in Central Asia and the Middle East 

during the nineteenth century.  A key resource for this is the John Rylands Library at the 

University of Manchester, as well as the Manchester Wesley Research Centre. In addition, I hope 

to make use of the Foreign Office holdings as well as the India Office archives in London. 

 This new direction in research for me has been stimulated by the recent scholarly work of 

Nile Green at UCLA, especially his books Terrains of Exchange: Religious Economies of Global 

Islam (Oxford, 2014), and The Love of Strangers: What Six Muslim Students Learned in Jane 

Austen’s London (Oxford, 2015). This work highlights the intriguing global interaction in the 

19
th

 century between Evangelical academics at British universities, Protestant missionaries to the 

Muslim world, and Muslim students, missionaries and holy men throughout the British Empire. 

Green tells the story of the rich exchange which took place between these varies parties as 

Muslim and Christian missionaries ultimately borrowed from each other both evangelistic 

techniques and linguistic assistance to present and defend their respective religions to the other. 

 As a long time student of Islamic Central Asia I have often utilized the travel accounts 

and notes of missionaries such as Joseph Wolff to delineate the history of the region, but I have 

not explored these sources for the broader interactions between Islam and Christianity in the 

global religious marketplace of the 19
th

 century. I believe that my background knowledge in 

Islam and Central Asian history, as well as my personal connections to Evangelical Christianity, 

present opportunities for original contributions to research in this growing field that will serve 

both the church and the academy.  


