
Dr Peter Nockles was until his retirement in September 2016 a librarian and curator in 

the Department of Rare Books & Maps, Special Collections, in the John Rylands 

Library, University of Manchester. He remains an Honorary Research Fellow in the 

School of Arts, Languages & Cultures, University of Manchester and has acted as 

University of Manchester internal examiner for PhD. Theses and over many years has 

been an external examiner at many universities, globally, including in the USA and 

Belgium. He was a Visiting Fellow at Oriel College, Oxford, 2006-11, and was a 

major contributor to Oriel College: a History (Oxford University Press, 2013). He 

was an Erasmus Institute Fellow at the University of Notre Dame, South Bend, 

Indiana, in 2000. In March 2013 he gave the De Lubac Lecture at St Louis University 

Missouri on ‘An Oxonian “Idea” of a University: John Henry Newman’s formative 

Oriel College experience’. He is the author of The Oxford Movement in Context 

(Cambridge University Press, 1994, paperback 1997) and has contributed to the 

nineteenth-century volume (6) of the History of the University of Oxford (1997) and 

to a History of Canterbury Cathedral (Oxford University Press, 1995). He is the 

author of numerous articles and research papers on 18th and 19th century British 

religious history, and has given lectures and seminars widely in Britain, Europe 

(France, Germany, and Sweden), and the United States. He contributed an essay to 

Newman In his Time (Gracewing, 2007), and has edited and contributed to a volume 

of essays entitled Reinventing the Reformation in the Nineteenth Century in a themed 

issue of the Bulletin of the John Rylands Library,  (Volume 90, number 1, Spring 

2014) He was the co-editor of The Oxford Movement, Europe and the Wider World, 

1833-1930 (Cambridge University Press, 2012) and was one of the three editors of 

The Oxford Handbook of the Oxford Movement published by Oxford University Press 

in 2017. He was contributor to an important volume of essays Receptions of Newman 

edited by Benjamin King and Frederick Aquino published by Oxford University Press 

in 2015. He was also a contributor to the Oxford Handbook of John Henry Newman 

published by Oxford University Press in 2018. He has contributed to the recently 

published (by Brill, 2021) first volume in an international multi-volume scholarly 

enterprise entitled ‘Questioning Ecumenism’, organised by the Pope John XXIII 

Foundation in Bologna. He has contributed numerous articles to the fourth edition of 

the Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church (2 volumes, 2021). He was the 

recipient of the Gaillot Award in 2020 for his contribution to Newman Studies. He is 

on the editorial board of the Newman Studies Journal (NSJ) and has contributed 

articles to the NSJ. 

 

   He was the UK Conference Director of the Catholic Record Society, 1995-2007, is 

on the Council of the Catholic Record Society, helped organise the North-West 

Catholic Writer’s Guild which met monthly at the University Catholic chaplaincy of 

the University of Manchester, and is an active member of the Ecclesiastical History 

Society and the Church of England Record Society, and was a Trustee of the Catholic 

National Library. He is also a Fellow of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre 

(MWRC). 


