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Proposal:  
In 3 to 5 pages, please explore the following. Please also include a CV 
and a sample chapter, if possible.  

•   What is the book about?  
•   Why is it important? What contributions will it make to the 

field? What is innovative? 
•   Clarify scope and focus 
•   Discuss audience and market  
•   Discuss fit with the series  
•   Provide an annotated table of contents 
•   Provide a brief discussion of your credentials 
•   Provide a timetable for completion 

 
If your proposed manuscript is a revised dissertation:  

•   When was it defended?  
•   Be clear about where you are in the revision process 
•   Discuss what revisions you’ve made and/or outline your 

revision plan 
•   Is the dissertation available online? Has it been embargoed?  

 
If your proposed manuscript is an edited collection: 

•   Discuss the origins of the project 
•   How will the essays be organized?  
•   What makes this collection cohesive?  

 
Manuscript:  

•   House style: Chicago Manual of Style, full bibliography and 
short style citations throughout 

•   Goal length: Fewer than 85,000 words, including notes and 
bibliography 

•   Be cognizant of copyright status or fair use for any images, or 
long excerpts of previously published material you wish to 
include 
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