Orientation to Research in Manchester

This document provides an overview of research in Manchester for postgraduate students linked to the Manchester Wesley Research Centre (MWRC). This usually means their studies are in the area of Wesley Studies and Theology, but the MWRC also includes cognate studies in areas such as Biblical Studies.  The three main locations for research are the Nazarene Theological College Library which includes the Manchester Wesley Research Centre, the Methodist Archives and Research Centre (also called ‘Special Collections’ and MARC in this document), and the John Rylands University Library.  

The Manchester Wesley Research Centre (MWRC)
What is the MWRC?

The MWRC is a research library and study centre for postgraduate students and faculty at MWRC partner institutions (see the section on partners below).  All PhD students at partner institutions are Junior Research Fellows and have full access to the research centre.  Students interested in utilizing the resources of the MWRC can apply for a research degree at any of the partner institutions.  The MWRC itself does not accept research degree applications, but directs them to the partner institutions.

Purpose Statement

The Manchester Wesley Research Centre promotes and supports research on the life and work of John and Charles Wesley, their contemporaries in the 18th century Evangelical Revival, their historical and theological antecedents, their successors in the Wesleyan tradition, and contemporary scholarship in the Wesleyan and Evangelical tradition including biblical studies.

History

The Manchester Wesley Research Centre was formally inaugurated on June 18th, 2003, at a service held at Nazarene Theological College (NTC), Didsbury, Manchester, England, as the concluding event of the major international conference, ‘John Wesley, Life, Legend & Legacy’ hosted by the University of Manchester. 

Location
The MWRC is located on the campus of Nazarene Theological College (an affiliated college of the University of Manchester) in the pleasant Manchester suburb of Didsbury, conveniently located within easy travelling distance of both the University of Manchester, the John Rylands Library including the Methodist Archives and Research Centre (MARC), the Manchester International Airport, and the British motorway and rail network.  For a map see: http://www.mwrc.ac.uk/location/
Institutional Partnerships

The MWRC is a working partnership between a range of institutions: Nazarene Theological College; The University of Manchester John Rylands Library; The University of Manchester Religions and Theology Subject Area; the International Board of Education of the Church of the Nazarene; Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City; Cliff College, Calver, England; Point Loma Nazarene University and Asbury Theological Seminary. Each partner is already actively engaged in research in this field, and the object of the collaboration is to develop a centre for research with a national and international profile

What We Do 

· Highlight the resources of the MWRC and the Methodist Archives in the John Rylands University of Manchester Library. 

· Attract and support research students working at The University of Manchester through any of the partner institutions on subjects related to the Centre’s purpose. 

· Give scholars from partner institutions the chance to conduct research in areas linked to the Centre’s purpose. 

· Provide a means of linking scholars from partner institutions. 

· Offer study space and a focal point for scholars who want to take advantage of the resources available in Manchester. 

· Develop, oversee, and co-ordinate significant scholarly events to enhance the work of the Centre and disseminate the results of MWRC research. 

Research Facilities at the MWRC

The MWRC is equipped to provide a convenient, comfortable and welcoming study base for scholarly research.  The Centre has extended reader access each day, and has its own secure library of carefully selected published and unpublished research aids and primary source materials.  Of course, the Nazarene Theological College’s own library with librarian and inter-library loan facilities is also fully available to registered students. 
The MWRC collection contains many rare printed books relating to the history and theology of the Wesleyan-Arminian tradition.  One of the unique resources of the MWRC is the collection of over eighty largely unpublished Ph.D. theses.  This is one of the world’s largest collections of Ph.D. theses in the area of Wesley Studies.  A catalogue of these theses and dissertations with a short summary of their contents is available at http://www.mwrc.ac.uk/mwrc/.  Also accessible is the Nazarene Theological College’s own specialised library of about 50,000 items, housed in the new Emmanuel Centre which adjoins the rooms of the MWRC.  The collection can be accessed through NTC’s online catalogue at: http://library.nazarene.ac.uk/Heritage/.  This catalogue includes all MWRC materials except those found in the ‘Catalogue of Books in the Manchester Wesley Research Centre’ which can be accessed in the MWRC library. 

Some key collections at the MWRC include: two nineteenth-century editions of John Wesley’s fifty-volume Christian Library; full sets of all major editions of the works of John Wesley, Charles Wesley, and John Fletcher; and the ‘Holiness Collection’ containing hundreds of nineteenth and twentieth century works in the Wesleyan-holiness tradition.  The archives of the Church of the Nazarene in Great Britain are also held at the Nazarene Theological College library. 

The MWRC has nearly complete sets of important journals in Wesley Studies including the Asbury Theological Journal, Methodist History, Proceedings of the Wesley Historical Society, and Wesleyan Theological Journal.  
The John Rylands University Library of Manchester

Research Facilities at the JRULM Methodist Archives and Research Centre
The world famous John Rylands University Library of Manchester is one of Britain’s finest academic libraries. The JRULM houses its remarkable ‘Special Collections’ at its Deansgate building in central Manchester.  (This is a distinct location from the main library on the university campus.) This historic purpose-built neo-Gothic library building has resources ‘from papyrus to plastic’ that ‘constitute one of Britain’s greatest cultural assets’. It is an internationally renowned centre of scholarship as well as an inspiring building in which to study: ‘one of Britain’s great university buildings’. 

This historic Victorian library has recently been refurbished and ‘unlocked’ by a new carefully crafted extension, added to make it even more user friendly and accessible. The Special Collections of the JRULM contain a wealth of primary source materials with numerous collections and libraries of rare books and manuscripts that span six millennia and originate from cultures across the world. Online access is available and researchers are able to access detailed descriptions through an online catalogue at: http://catalogue.library.manchester.ac.uk/.  Materials at the Special Collections are labelled ‘Deansgate’ in the catalogue in reference to the street that the Rylands Library is on.
Junior Fellows of the MWRC enjoy the privileges of the JRULM.
The MWRC is designed to guide and support researchers in finding their way through this ‘labyrinth [of an] endless multiplicity of books’ (as John Wesley described such a problem facing his own eighteenth century students when writing the Preface to his remarkable fifty-volume Christian Library, published 1749-55). The MWRC facilitates access and use of one unique part of these Special Collections: the internationally renowned Methodist Archives and Research Centre (MARC) which holds the world’s largest collection of manuscripts relating to the founders of Methodism, John and Charles Wesley and other members and close associates of the Wesley family. The MARC also holds vast resources on the development of Methodism up to the present.   

The Archives include the personal libraries of both Charles Wesley and John Fletcher (John Wesley’s ‘designated successor’). The majority of Samuel, Susanna, John and Charles Wesley manuscripts that survive are part of the MARC collection. There is also an outstanding collection of ‘anti-Methodist’ printed materials and other items. The MARC also contains an extensive collection of over 5,000 hymnals (not merely of Methodist denominations) including many rare items –  such as the only complete copy of the Collection of Psalms and Hymns printed in 1737 for John Wesley when he was in Charles-town (now Charleston, South Carolina).  This volume is what one scholar, Winfred Douglas in 1937, described as ‘the first real Anglican Hymnal’. Of course, the number and width of all kinds of items of Methodist interest is increasing each year, as the MARC extends the collection by adding modern (as well as older) books, pamphlets, periodicals, newspapers, manuscripts and other materials relating to Methodism. 

In addition to the Wesley family documents themselves, MARC also has extensive collections of the personal papers of numerous prominent evangelicals of the 18th century (and later Methodists up to the present), including John Fletcher and his wife Mary Bosanquet, George Whitefield, Selena the Countess of Huntingdon, Benjamin Ingham, Howell Harris, Thomas Coke, Adam Clarke, Hugh Bourne, Jabez Bunting, John Ernest Rattenbury, and Rupert Davies. The collection also includes extensive Conference and other institutional records of all major pre-union British Methodist denominations.

In addition to the Methodist Archives, the Special Collections ‘cover a wide range of subjects: theology and philosophy; literature, drama and music; art and archaeology; science and medicine; economic, social, political and military history; travel and exploration.  The Library’s manuscript collections cover more than fifty languages, including all the major European and Middle Eastern languages, and numerous Far Eastern ones. They span five millennia, and are written on virtually every medium ever employed. The subject range is vast, encompassing literary, historical, antiquarian, genealogical, biblical, devotional, ritualistic, medical, scientific, legal and administrative texts.  Particular strengths include Nonconformist archives (especially of Methodism); archives of recent and contemporary literature and drama; the archives of the University of Manchester; and the papers of individual scientists and academics’.  (This information is taken from: <http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/collections/>).  For more information see: < http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/> and A Guide to Special Collections (1999) in the Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 80:2 (1998). 
Those who plan to use the Methodist Archives should email Gareth Lloyd (gareth.lloyd@manchester.ac.uk) and Peter Nockles (peter.nockles@manchester.ac.uk) several weeks prior to their arrival.

The Methodist Archives (Special Collections) is located at the John Rylands Library (Deansgate) in Manchester city centre.  The library is on Deansgate near the intersection with Bridge Street.  For a map see the city map at: http://www.manchester.ac.uk/visitors/travel/maps/

Research at the JRULM (Main University Library)
The John Rylands University Library has over 4 million printed items and the largest collection of electronic resources in the UK with over 41,000 electronic journals and 500,000 electronic books.  The library also has hundreds of databases including the Eighteenth Century Collections Online which contains facsimile copies of nearly everything published in the eighteenth century.  Other particularly useful databases for Wesley Studies include the Early English Books Online (16-17th books) and the Dictionary of National Biography.  Junior Fellows of the MWRC have full access to the library and its electronic resources via the Athens password they will be given upon registering at one of the MWRC partner institutions.
The Main Library is located on Burlington Street off Oxford Road.  For a map and travel information visit: http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/aboutus/maps/  For a city and campus map see: http://www.manchester.ac.uk/visitors/travel/maps/

Resources

Printed

*The best current resource on the Special Collections at the JRULM is A Guide to Special Collections of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester (1999) in the Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 80:2 (1998).  

Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 71:2 (1998).  This volume contains articles on sources at the Special Collections (Deansgate) including history, literature, history of science and technology, and popular culture amongst other subjects.

Wesley/Methodist Studies and Church History:

Clive D. Field, ‘Sources for the Study of Protestant Nonconformity in the John Rylands University Library of Manchester’, Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 71:2 (1989): 103-39.

Clive D. Field, ‘Anti-Methodist Publications in the Eighteenth Century: A Revised Bibliography’, Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 73:2 (1991): 159-280.

Gareth Lloyd, ‘The Papers of Dr Thomas Coke: A Catalogue’, with an introduction by Dr John A. Vickers, Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester 76:2 (1994): 205-320.

Gareth Lloyd, ‘Charles Wesley and Methodist Religious Life, 1750-1775: the Manuscript Sources’, Proceedings of the Charles Wesley Society 1 (1994): 33-45. 

Web

Catalogue of The John Rylands University Library of Manchester: http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/

Materials at the Special Collections (including the MARC) are labelled ‘Deansgate’ in the catalogue.

*Special Collections at the John Rylands (this includes most printed materials at the Methodist Archives): http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/

This website contains a vast amount of information regarding the special collections including the Methodist Archives.  On the Methodist Archives see: http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/collections/methodist/  To get a good overview of the special collections see: http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/specialcollections/collections/guide/

Some manuscript materials at the Special Collections have now been catalogued, see: http://archives.li.man.ac.uk/ead/index.html

Catalogue of the Nazarene Theological College library (which includes most of the materials in the MWRC library): http://library.nazarene.ac.uk/Heritage/  Materials in the MWRC library are labelled ‘Wesley Collection’ or ‘Wesley Centre’ in the catalogue.

‘Catalogue of PhD, MPhil, and MA Theses and Dissertations’ in Wesley Studies at the MWRC: http://www.mwrc.ac.uk/mwrc/

Manchester Weather 

‘Manchester experiences a temperate maritime climate, like much of the British Isles, with relatively cool summers and mild winters. There is regular but generally light precipitation throughout the year’ (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Manchester).  Cool weather clothing, a rain coat, and an umbrella are essential items to bring to Manchester.

Contacts at the Manchester Wesley Research Centre

MWRC Director 

Revd Herbert B. McGonigle, Ph.D. 

Email: HMcgonigle@nazarene.ac.uk

MWRC Administrator 

Geordan Hammond, Ph.D. 

Email: ghammond@nazarene.ac.uk

MWRC Postgraduate Assistant 

Joseph Cunningham, M.A.

Email: joseph.cunningham@postgrad.manchester.ac.uk 
Postal Address

Manchester Wesley Research Centre

Dene Road 

Didsbury 

Manchester M20 2GU

England 

Directions to the MWRC

http://www.mwrc.ac.uk/location/

Nazarene Theological College Librarian 

Don Maciver

Email: dmaciver@nazarene.ac.uk

MARC Contacts

Dr Peter Nockles, Assistant Librarian Methodist Collections
Email: peter.nockles@manchester.ac.uk

Dr Gareth Lloyd, Methodist Archivist
Email: gareth.lloyd@manchester.ac.uk  

JRULM (Main University Library) Contact

Stephen Pearson, Religions and Theology Specialist

Email: stephen.pearson@manchester.ac.uk

Directions to the John Rylands University Libraries

http://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/media/media,9539,en.pdf

MWRC Fellows Resident in Manchester 

Below is a list of MWRC Fellows resident in Manchester for prospective and current research students.  If prospective students or Junior Fellows want to meet with a Fellow during their period of residence in Manchester they are advised to make contact well in advance of their visit.    

Fellows in Theology, Church History, and Wesley Studies 

Professor Elaine Graham is Samuel Ferguson Professor of Pastoral and Social Theology at The University of Manchester. She is well known for her work on religion and gender and has a continuing interest in theology and social theory, through work on urban theology and the contribution of faith-based organizations to civil society. She was a member of the Commission on Urban Life and Faith, a multi-faith and ecumenical group convened by the Church of England, which was set up to examine the state of our cities and towns. She has supervised doctoral work on contemporary Methodist groups in Manchester, and contemporary applications of Wesley’s theology to social issues

Dr Jeremy Gregory is Senior Lecturer in the History of Christianity at The University of Manchester and is a specialist in late seventeenth, eighteenth and early nineteenth-century Christianity. He has published widely on the Church of England in this period, notably Restoration, Reformation and Reform: archbishops of Canterbury and their diocese, 1660-1828 (2000) and has written a number of essays on John and Charles Wesley. He is keen to promote research on the Methodist archives, from a historical perspective. He organised the international conference ‘John Wesley: Life, legend and legacy’ held at the University in June 2003 to celebrate the tercentenary of Wesley’s birth, and edited the proceedings: John Wesley. Tercentenary Essays, Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester (85), 2003 (2005). He also co-ordinates an MA course unit: ‘Religious Revivals in Britain, c. 1680-c. 1830’. He runs, with his colleagues Dr Kate Cooper, the Ecclesiastical History Society annual Post Graduate Day School in the History of Christianity. He has supervised doctoral work on John Wesley, and aspects of eighteenth-century Methodism. 

Dr Geordan Hammond is Administrator of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre, and Tutor in Church History at Nazarene Theological College.  Dr Hammond has recently completed his doctoral thesis at The University of Manchester entitled ‘Restoring Primitive Christianity: John Wesley and Georgia, 1735-1737’ under the supervision of Dr Jeremy Gregory.  His recent and forthcoming publications include: ‘The Revival of Practical Christianity: The Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge, Samuel Wesley, and the Clerical Society Movement’ in Revival and Resurgence in Christian History, Studies in Church History 44 (Boydell & Brewer, 2008), 116-27; ‘John Wesley and Georgia: Success or Failure’, Proceedings of the Wesley Historical Society 57 (October, 2008); ‘John Wesley's Mindset at the Commencement of the Georgia Sojourn: Suffering and the Introduction of Primitive Christianity to the Indians’, Methodist History 47 (October, 2008); and ‘High Church Anglican Influences on John Wesley’s Conception of Primitive Christianity, 1732-1735’, Anglican and Episcopal History.  His research is in modern church history and historical theology, particularly in Wesley Studies, Eighteenth-Century Methodism, and the Church of England in the Eighteenth Century.     
Deirdre Brower Latz is Lecturer in Pastoral and Social Theology at Nazarene Theological College. She is nearing the completion of her PhD thesis on John Wesley's Theology and the Emergent Church: A Comparison with Specific Reference to Urban Poverty.  She has recently written an essay for a forthcoming book entitled Postmodern AND Wesleyan: Exploring the Boundaries and the Possibilities.  The focus of her research is in the field of Practical Theology, especially the emergent church and issues of contextual theology, including the interface of Wesley with current thinking.
Dr Gareth Lloyd is Methodist Archivist, Methodist Archives and Research Centre, John Rylands University Library of Manchester.  Dr Lloyd has published a number of catalogues of the papers housed at the MARC including the Wesley Family Papers and Fletcher-Tooth Papers.  His other publications include: ‘ “A Cloud of Perfect Witnesses:” John Wesley and the London Disturbances of 1760-1763’, Asbury Theological Journal (Fall 2001/Spring 2002);‘ “Croakers and Busybodies”: The Extent and Influence of Church Methodism in the Late 18th and Early 19th Centuries’. Methodist History, 42:1 (2003).  A revised version of his Ph.D. thesis has recently been published as Charles Wesley and the Struggle for Methodist Identity (2007). 

*Please note that Dr Lloyd is on leave from September 2008 to July 2009.

Dr David McCulloch is Principal and Senior Lecturer in Pastoral Theology at Nazarene Theological College. In his capacity as missionary to Central America (1976-85), Reverend McCulloch served as Lecturer in Pastoral Theology at Instituto Theologico Nazareno in Guatemala City. Dr McCulloch has worked in numerous capacities in the community including as a Chaplaincy Team Member at the Manchester YMCA and as a Member on the Board of Advisors at the City Light Trust in Salford. He completed his Ph.D. thesis at the University of Glasgow under the title: ‘Developing an Oslo Model of Theological Education by Distance Learning’.

Dr Herbert McGonigle is Director of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre and Senior Research Fellow and Senior Lecturer in Historical Theology, Church History, and Wesley Studies at Nazarene Theological College. Principal Emeritus of NTC, Revd McGonigle was appointed as the first Director of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre in 2003. Joint founder and chair of The Wesley Fellowship and an internationally-known lecturer in the area of Wesley Studies, Dr McGonigle has over seventy published articles and books, including Sufficient Saving Grace: John Wesley’s Evangelical Arminianism, ‘John Wesley's Doctrine of Prevenient Grace’,  ‘Christian Holiness: The Wesleyan Distinctive’, and  ‘John Wesley and the Moravians’.  His main areas of research supervision are Arminianism, Puritanism, John and Charles Wesley, John Fletcher, Adam Clarke and the 19th century Holiness Movement.
Dr Thomas A. Noble is Professor of Theology at Nazarene Theological Seminary, Kansas City and Senior Research Fellow in Theology at Nazarene Theological College. As a former full-time member of the academic staff of Nazarene Theological College, he continues to supervise post-graduate research there. Dr Noble has published articles in Studia Patristica, The Evangelical Quarterly, The Bulletin of the John Rylands University Library of Manchester, Themelios, The Tyndale Bulletin, and other journals, and recently made contributions to twentieth-century Church History by publishing two books on aspects of Evangelicalism. He is currently serving on the editorial team which is revising the New Dictionary of Theology. Although his doctoral research at Edinburgh was in the doctrine of the Holy Spirit in the writings of one of the major Greek Fathers (Gregory Nazianzen), his teaching and research since then has covered a wide range of Christian Theology. He has recently supervised PhD theses on J.I. Packer, Lesslie Newbigin, and Wolfhart Pannenberg. His interests include the Theology of the Wesley brothers and he is currently Vice-President of the Wesleyan Theological Society.  *Please note that Dr Noble is only occasionally resident in Manchester. 

Dr Peter Nockles is Assistant Librarian Methodist Collections, Methodist Archives and Research Centre, John Rylands University Library of Manchester.  Dr Nockles’ publications include his highly-acclaimed study The Oxford Movement in Context: Anglican High Churchmanship, 1760-1857 (1994).  He has extensive knowledge of the printed and manuscript collections at the MARC.

Dr Henry D. Rack is Bishop Fraser Senior Lecturer in Ecclesiastical History Emeritus in The University of Manchester.  Dr Rack is commonly acknowledged as one of the world’s experts on John Wesley and early Methodism. His magisterial study of Wesley, Reasonable Enthusiast: John Wesley and the Rise of Methodism (3rd ed., 2002) is regarded by many as the finest modern biography of Wesley.

Dr David Rainey is Senior Lecturer in Theology at Nazarene Theological College. Dr Rainey began teaching at NTC after serving for seventeen as a minister in Canada. His thesis was awarded from King’s College, University of London under the title: ‘John Wesley’s Doctrine of Salvation in Relation to His Doctrine of God’. In addition to continued work on this topic, Dr Rainey is conducting research on Wesley’s ecclesiology.  His main areas of research supervision are Wesley Studies and the early Church Fathers.   

Fellows in Biblical Studies 

Dr Kent Brower is Vice Principal and Senior Research Fellow and Senior Lecturer in Biblical Studies at Nazarene Theological College.  Dr Brower has taught at a number of institutions including: Canadian Nazarene College, Nazarene Theological College-Brisbane, and Nazarene Theological Seminary. His research had focused on many aspects of New Testament theology such as eschatology and holiness in the Gospels. Amongst his recent publications are: ‘Jesus and the Lustful Eye: Glancing at Matthew 5:28’, Evangelical Quarterly 76, 2004, 291-309; Holiness in the Gospels (2005); and Holiness and Ecclesiology in the New Testament (2007), edited with Andy Johnson.

Dr Dwight Swanson is Senior Research Fellow and Senior Lecturer in Biblical Studies at Nazarene Theological College.  Dr Swanson’s teaching career has included posts at European Nazarene Bible College, Switzerland and Asia-Pacific Nazarene Theological Seminary, Manila. He has published several studies on the Dead Sea Scrolls including: The Temple Scroll and the Bible: The Methodology of 11QT (1995), ‘How Scriptural is Re-Written Bible?’, Revue de Qumran 83 (March 2004), 407-428, and ‘Qumran and the Psalms’, in Interpreting the Psalms: Issues and Approaches, eds Philip S Johnston and David G Firth ( 2005), 247-262. He is currently working on a book entitled ‘Bible and Rewritten Bible: the nature of ‘Bible’ in light of the Dead Sea Scrolls’.
(Written by Geordan Hammond (January 2009))
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