Religion, gender, industry:

Exploring Church and Methodism in a local setting. 

16-18 June 2009

This international conference is a joint project between:

Manchester Wesley Research Centre (Nazarene Theological College)
The Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History (Oxford Brookes University), in co-operation with the Ironbridge Institute.
CALL FOR PAPERS

This conference aims to attract both a general and specialist audience, embracing a range of interests as well as new and established scholars.

It will bring together authorities in the areas of church history (Methodist, Anglican and other), theology and gender studies, with social and industrial historians as well as local historians from Shropshire.
Madeley parish in Shropshire was at the heart of the early ‘industrial revolution’ around Coalbrookdale. Its Vicar between 1760-1785 was the Revd. John Fletcher, best known as an associate of the Wesleys, but with wider evangelical links. His widow, Mrs Mary Fletcher, continued to minister in the parish until her death in 1815, a rare example of female ministry.

Submissions of short papers are invited for the conference seminar sessions. These will focus around aspects of the religious life of Madeley parish between mid-18th and mid-19th centuries, and run broadly in three strands:

· Methodism’s roots and growth in relation to the Church of England;

· Religion and gender in eighteenth and early nineteenth century Britain;

· Religion and emerging industrial society.

However, papers on other related topics will be given due consideration.

Papers should aim to be 20-30 minutes in length and will be presented in panels of up to 3 papers. Joint submissions for panels will be welcomed.
It is planned to produce a volume of papers from the conference. Please bear in mind that some short papers will be considered for inclusion.
Please provide an abstract of approximately 250 words, to be sent by 23 January 2009 to both:

Dr. Geordan Hammond 
Manchester Wesley Research Centre 

Dene Road 
Didsbury
Manchester M20 2GU  


UK
tel – +44  (0)161 445 3063

email –  ghammond@nazarene.ac.uk
Dr. Peter Forsaith 

Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History 

Oxford Brookes University

Harcourt Hill

Oxford  OX2 9AT 

 

UK
tel – +44  (0)1865 488319     

email – pforsaith@brookes.ac.uk>
www.mwrc.ac.uk/madeley-conference-june-2009

