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Wesley and Methodist Studies (WMS) publishes peer-reviewed essays that examine the life and work of John and Charles Wesley, their contemporaries (proponents or opponents) in the eighteenth-century Evangelical Revival, their historical and theological antecedents, their successors in the Wesleyan tradition, and studies of the Wesleyan and Evangelical traditions today. Its primary historical scope is the eighteenth century to the present; however, WMS will publish essays that explore the historical and theological antecedents of the Wesleys (including work on Samuel and Susanna Wesley), Methodism, and the Evangelical Revival. WMS has a dual and broad focus on both history and theology. Its aim is to present significant scholarly contributions that shed light on historical and theological understandings of Methodism broadly conceived. Essays within the thematic scope of WMS from the disciplinary perspectives of literature, philosophy, education and cognate disciplines are welcome.  WMS is a collaborative project of the Manchester Wesley Research Centre and The Oxford Centre for Methodism and Church History, Oxford Brookes University and is published annually by Didsbury Press.

Notes for Contributors

The suggested length for essays is 6,000–8,000 words including footnotes, although shorter and slightly longer papers will be considered. WMS occasionally publishes short papers given at a conference session (preferably all of the papers presented at a given session). Notes and documents relating to important new discoveries in the field and transcriptions of primary documents will also be considered. Submissions should be made in Microsoft Word (preferably 2003 or 2007 editions) and be sent by email attachment to both editors. References should appear as footnotes (not endnotes) and follow the conventions of The Oxford Guide to Style, ed. R. M. Ritter (Oxford, 2002). (Authors may wish to use New Hart’s Rules: The Handbook of Style for Writers and Editors [Oxford, 2005], a condensed version of the Guide to Style.) Submissions should be accompanied by a cover page which states: the author’s name; the paper title; the author’s present position, and employing institution (if applicable); the author’s address for correspondence (including an email address). Papers should not have been previously published elsewhere.  
Peer Review Process

All essays submitted to WMS will be assessed by two peer reviewers. The following is a summary of the standards by which peer reviewers are asked to evaluate essays: 

Does the essay have a clear, coherent, and original argument or opinion?  

Does the essay adequately survey scholarship on the topic?

Does the essay sufficiently state its relevance to the wider field of Wesley and Methodist studies?

Is the essay well-written, and appropriately so for an academic and a general audience?  Is its structure and organization logical and coherent? In particular is there an appropriate introduction and conclusion? Does the citation and referencing conform to usual scholarly standards? Is the language accessible?

Prospective authors should carefully consider their essay in light of these questions prior to submitting it.
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Book review queries should be addressed to the Book Reviews Editor, Martin Wellings at: martin.wellings@oxfordmethodists.org.uk
Short Style Guide 
1. Formatting: Essays should be double-spaced and submitted in Times New Roman 12 point font for both the main text and footnotes. No block capitals should be used in the text or title of the essay. The first line of paragraphs should be indented and standard size margins should be maintained. Only one space should follow full stops (periods in US English). The conventions cited below follow The Oxford Guide to Style, ed. R. M. Ritter (2002). For issues of convention not cited below, authors should refer to the Oxford Guide to Style or previous issues of WMS. 
2. Spellings: Modern UK spelling should be observed as given in the Oxford English Dictionary. For words ending in –ize or –ise where both forms are in use, the –ize form is preferred. Please format and spell check your work in UK English before submitting your essay.

3. Quotations: Single inverted commas should be used with the exception that quotations within a quotation should be within double inverted commas. Quotations under five lines should be placed within the main text while lengthier quotations should be indented without quotation marks (in this case quotations within the quotation should be in single inverted commas). Omissions from sentences should be indicated by three spaced points, and interpolated material should be placed within square brackets. When a quotation begins with a capital letter and ends with a complete sentence, the closing inverted comma should follow the punctuation mark; otherwise, the punctuation should come after the inverted comma.       

4. Dates and Numbers: Dates should be in the form: ‘30 November 1730’. The plural of 1730 is 1730s, not 1730’s. Numbers up to one hundred should be written in full (except in quoted material). The last two digits of all numbers in the same hundred should be listed (e.g. ‘15–17’, ‘1737–89’).   

5. Abbreviations: Contracted forms of words that end in the same letter as the first form do not require a full-stop: e.g. Dr, Mr, Ms, Revd, St; other abbreviations require a full-stop: e.g. ed., p., pp., vol. 
6. Dashes: Dashes should be em dashes, i.e. — as in: two books—a Bible and a hymnbook.

7. Use of Tense: Past tense should be used when referring to historical people, ideas, and events. In other words, avoid the use of the ‘historical present’ (i.e. present tense) when discussing historical people, ideas, and events.  
8. Referencing: References should be in footnotes consecutively numbered with no indentation and no spacing between footnotes. The following are formatting examples for footnotes: 

· Henry D. Rack, Reasonable Enthusiast: John Wesley and the Rise of Methodism, 3rd edn. (London: Epworth Press, 2002), 93–96. [Subsequent references: Rack, Reasonable Enthusiast, 101.].

· Nehemiah Curnock, ed. The Journal of the Rev. John Wesley, A.M., 8 vols. (London: Epworth Press, 1938), 3:119. 

· Rupert E. Davies, ed. The Methodist Societies: History, Nature, and Design, vol. 9 of The Bicentennial Edition of the Works of John Wesley (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1989), 430. [Subsequent references: The Methodist Societies, 475; BE or Works may be used as an abbreviation for the Bicentennial Edition after the first time the full title is given.]
· Ted A. Campbell, ‘The Image of Christ in the Poor: On the Medieval Roots of the Wesleys’ Ministry to the Poor’, in Richard P. Heitzenrater, ed. The Poor and the People Called Methodists 1729–1999 (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 2002), 39–57. [Subsequent references: Campbell, ‘The Image of Christ in the Poor’, 44.]
· James Nelson, ‘John Wesley and the Georgia Moravians’, Transactions of the Moravian Historical Society 23 (1984), 17–46.

· Richard P. Heitzenrater, ‘John Wesley and the Oxford Methodists’, Ph.D. diss. [for a UK Ph.D. use ‘thesis’] (Duke University, 1972).
      

9. Tables and Graphs: Tables and graphs should be submitted separately to the main text in jpeg or tiff format. The main text should clearly indicate where the table or graph should be inserted.  

Contributors will receive one complimentary copy of the volume of Wesley and Methodist Studies in which their essay appears and will be able to purchase additional copies at a discounted rate.

Copyright for all articles published in Wesley and Methodist Studies will reside with Didsbury Press. By exception an author may reserve copyright by permission of the editors. Authors who subsequently want to publish their work elsewhere should contact the editors. 

For further information about WMS, visit: 

http://www.mwrc.ac.uk/wesley-and-methodist-studies/
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